The Tyneside Experimental Scheme for Venereal Disease Control inaugurated in 1943 was designed for three purposes.
(1) The education of interested groups of people such as public health officials, school teachers, and youth club leaders. After a racing start, which the Central Council for Health Education sponsored and by which some twelve lectures and meetings were arranged in the first 6 months, this aspect of the work flagged somewhat.
(2) The routine serological testing of antenatal cases for the detection of latent syphilis and the elimination of congenital syphilis. This simple but superb measure met with such success that no one interested in venereology is unaware of it, though many have forgotten its origin. (3) The tracing of contacts of known cases of infectious venereal disease together with the recovery of defaulters from clinics. This was well documented by Macfarlane (1948a, b) and Macfarlane and Johns (1964) , and a comparison between those efforts of the war and immediate post-war years on the one hand and ours of 1970 on the other has recently been recorded (Wigfield, 1972) .
The business of interviewing patients by the Almoner and other members of the social unit and the experience of those who toured the public houses, restaurants, streets, and other unsalubrious haunts in search of their quarry led to an awareness for the first time of the medico-social background of the venereal diseases. This background was documented in articles by the director of the clinic and the first chief almoner (Macfarlane, 1948a, b; Macfarlane and Johns, 1964 Sexual liberation with the sweeping aside of absurd taboos, is the handmaiden of sexual licence. What purported to be a biologically purposeful sexual act in the mature is becoming a sensual pursuit of orgasm for its own sake in the immature. What should be personal, private and beautiful is becoming impersonal, public and sorbid.
An increasing number of young people are becoming involved. The rot set in when the war babies reached their mid-teens. This may not surprise us. Their fathers were away, their mothers were in factories, they themselves were, as we used to say, 'evacuated'. Now, as parents themselves, they still enjoy liberation from such domestic chores as making the children's tea. Father used to go to the pub. Now mother goes to Bingo.
Two other features call for comment and they are blindingly obvious. The first is the sexual emancipation of the female sex which results in pre-marital intercourse. This has led to a decline in the contribution which prostitutes make to the V.D. problem. The not-so-promiscuous experimenting regular girl friend is greatly at risk from her self-indulgent regular boy friend. She may feel she is paving the way for a stable marriage, but he may be philandering with some promiscuous and probably diseased 'pick-up'.
The second obvious change is the gargantuan world-wide industry that exploits every conceivable aspect of sex through every instrument of mass influence. We are polluted with sensuous advertising and salacious glossy magazines, with copulation orientated films, perversion-orientated plays, and gonad-exhibiting revues. We are numbed into an insensate acceptance of non-art and sexual obscenity; and an attempt is made to persuade us that a motion picture of masturbating adults offers appropriate sex education for a 10-year-old girl. We are becoming indifferent to, or even ignorant of, the subtleties and beauty of nature's greatest miracle. The more charitable toleration and understanding of sexual aberrations is taken as a signal for their unbridled practice, almost in public. The word perversion has a connotation implying an ever decreasing range of the hitherto unacceptable. Neighbours' wives are no longer coveted, they are ravaged with impunity in adulterous quartets. Such is life, for some today. In the space age sexual morality, far from standing still, has its retro-rockets full on.
I turn now to those available figures which show trends and which may make us revise opinions tenuously held. It is good that they should seek our services; it is sad that they should need to-for they as a group are the very people to whom society should look for responsible example.
Meeting places
Finally, we should consider the meeting places of our male patients and their contacts and the places of exposure (Tables VII and VIII) . A comparative survey of the meeting places of patients and their source contacts shows a drop in the role of the public house from 62 to 47 per cent., nor does the once smoky railway station (from 10 to 1 per cent.) retain is allurement, but the street (13 to 12 per cent.) is as popular as ever despite the Street Offences Act. Night clubs, friends' houses, and parties more than make up for the deficiencies of the old haunts, and this points to the fact that sexual satisfaction for men and emancipation for women is an affair of amateurs. The prostitute is in relative decline. 
